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2012 Session Underway 
 
The 2012 session of the Rhode Island General 
Assembly began on Tuesday January 3, 2012.  The 
Assembly meets regularly on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday afternoons at the State House on 
Smith Hill in Providence.  The floor sessions begin 
at 4:00 and most committee hearings on bills are 
held after the floor session. 
 
Most legislation will be filed in the next month, and 
committee hearings take place through mid-April.  
Legislation related to financial matters is heard 
throughout the session in the House Finance 
Committee.  The House Finance Committee also 
considers the State Budget, which is initially 
proposed by the Governor. 

The Assembly normally concludes its business 
when it passes the State Budget and a flurry of bills 
in June.  The State fiscal year begins July 1, and the 
Assembly works to conclude its business and pass 
a budget before the end of the current fiscal year. 
 
The RIFTHP lobbyist is James Parisi.  The RIFTHP 
is also represented by President Frank Flynn, 
Political Director Maureen Martin and Treasurer 
John Maguire. 
 
The RIFTHP regularly testifies on legislation and 
promotes a legislative package that will be covered 
in future issues of the Smith Hill Report. 

2011 Pension Vote 
The significant and comprehensive pension cuts were completed six weeks prior to the start of the 2012 
session.  On November 17, 2011 the Assembly voted to create a new hybrid pension benefit and enacted a 
COLA suspension that will begin on July 1, 2012.  The RIFTHP and other unions opposed these pension 
cuts.  The Assembly will consider changes to privately-run municipal pensions this session. 
 
The 15 Representatives and two Senators who supported us by voting against the pension cuts are: 
 
Representative John J. DeSimone 
Representative Raymond A. Hull 
Representative Leo Medina 
Representative John M. Carnevale 
Representative Charlene M. Lima 
Representative Peter G. Palumbo 
Representative Robert B. Jacquard 
Representative Scott J. Guthrie 
Representative Spencer E. Dickinson 

Representative Deborah A. Fellela 
Representative Rene R. Menard 
Representative William San Bento, Jr. 
Representative Raymond H. Johnston Jr. 
Representative Mary Duffy Messier 
Representative Roberto DaSilva 
Senator Frank A. Ciccone, III 
Senator John J. Tassoni, Jr. 

Follow Us 
RIFTHP lobbyist James Parisi will post legislative information from time to time.  Follow him on twitter at 
@JamesAParisi. 
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Rhode Island Senate 
1 Maryellen Goodwin (D) 

325 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02908 
272-3102 
sen-goodwin@rilin.state.ri.us 

2 Juan M. Pichardo (D) 
229 Atlantic Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 
461-2389 
sen-pichardo@rilin.state.ri.us 

3 Rhoda E. Perry (D) 
27 Top Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
751-7165 
sen-perry@rilin.state.ri.us 

4 Dominick J. Ruggerio (D) 
42 Countryside Drive 
North Providence, RI 02904 
353-1311 
sen-ruggerio@rilin.state.ri.us 

5 Paul Jabour (D) 
529 Broadway 
Providence, RI 02909 
751-3300 
sen-jabour@rilin.state.ri.us 

6 Harold M. Metts (D) 
31 Tanner Street 
Providence, RI 02907 
272-0112 
sen-metts@rilin.state.ri.us 

7 Frank A. Ciccone III (D) 
15 Mercy Street 
Providence, RI 02909 
275-0949 
sen-ciccone@rilin.state.ri.us 

8 James E. Doyle II (D) 
8 Massasoit Avenue 
Pawtucket, RI 02861 
729-9988 
sen-doyle@rilin.state.ri.us 

9 Michael Pinga (D) 
42 Newell Street 
West Warwick, RI 02893 
276-5594 
sen-pinga@rilin.state.ri.us 

10 Walter S. Felag Jr. (D) 
51 Overhill Road 
Warren, RI 02885 
245-7521 
sen-felag@rilin.state.ri.us 

11 Christopher Scott Ottiano (R) 
10 Kaitlin Place 
Portsmouth, RI 02871 
222-2708 
sen-ottiano@rilin.state.ri.us 

12 Louis DiPalma (D) 
24 Sail Court 
Middletown, RI 02842 
847-8540 
sen-dipalma@rilin.state.ri.us 

13 M. Teresa Paiva-Weed (D) 
48 Admiral Kalbfus Road 
Newport, RI 02840 
846-9984 
sen-paivaweed@rilin.state.ri.us 

14 Daniel DaPonte (D) 
52 Vine Street #1 
East Providence, RI 02914 
864-4234 
sen-daponte@rilin.state.ri.us 

15 Donna M. Nesselbush (D) 
181 Raleigh Avenue 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
728-3244 
sen-nesselbush@rilin.state.ri.us 

16 Elizabeth Crowley (D) 
135 Perry Street 
Central Falls, RI 02863 
725-8526 
sen-crowley@rilin.state.ri.us 

17 Edward O'Neil (I) 
2 Lladnar Drive 
Lincoln, RI 02865 
728-3295 
sen-oneil@rilin.state.ri.us 

18 Frank DeVall (D) 
27 Monmouth Drive 
East Providence, RI 02915 
433-4353 
sen-devall@rilin.state.ri.us 

19 Bethany L. Moura (R) 
4 Rhode Island Avenue 
Cumberland, RI 02864 
222-2708 
sen-moura@rilin.state.ri.us 

20 Roger A. Picard (D) 
764 Mendon Road 
Woonsocket, RI 02895 
769-4902 
sen-picard@rilin.state.ri.us 

21 Nicholas D. Kettle (R) 
5 Autumn Ridge Road 
Coventry, RI 02816 
473-7784 
sen-kettle@rilin.state.ri.us 

22 John J. Tassoni Jr. (D) 
33 B Waterview Drive 
Smithfield, RI 02917 
233-2602 
sen-tassoni@rilin.state.ri.us 

23 Paul W. Fogarty (D) 
P.O. Box 37 
Harmony, RI 02829 
949-0895 
sen-fogarty@rilin.state.ri.us 

24 Marc A. Cote (D) 
144 Woodland Road 
Woonsocket, RI 02895 
765-3360 
sen-cote@rilin.state.ri.us 

25 Frank Lombardo III (D) 
68 Rollingwood Drive 
Johnston, RI 02919 
270-1379 
sen-lombardo@rilin.state.ri.us 

26 Beatrice A. Lanzi (D) 
70 Scituate Farms Drive 
Cranston, RI 02921 
946-7125 
sen-lanzi@rilin.state.ri.us 

27 Hanna M. Gallo (D) 
285 Meshanticut Valley Parkway 
Cranston, RI 02920 
942-8566 
sen-gallo@rilin.state.ri.us 

28 Joshua Miller (D) 
41 Talbot manor 
Cranston, RI 02905 
276-5582 
sen-miller@rilin.state.ri.us 

29 Michael J. McCaffrey (D) 
115 Twin Oak Drive 
Warwick, RI 02889 
739-7576 
sen-mccaffrey@rilin.state.ri.us 

30 William A. Walaska (D) 
140 Aldrich Avenue 
Warwick, RI 02889 
737-1065 
sen-walaska@rilin.state.ri.us 

31 Erin Lynch (D) 
28 Goodwin Street 
Warwick, RI 02818 
739-8500 
sen-lynch@rilin.state.ri.us 

32 David E. Bates (R) 
65 Primrose Hill Rd 
Barrington, RI 02806 
246-1379 
sen-bates@rilin.state.ri.us 

33 Glenford J. Shibley (R) 
31 Wesleyan Avenue 
Coventry, RI 02816 
222-2708 
sen-shibley@rilin.state.ri.us 

34 Francis T. Maher Jr (R) 
P.O. Box 677 
Exeter, RI 02822 
222-2708 
sen-maher@rilin.state.ri.us 

35 Dawson Tucker Hodgson (R) 
P.O. Box 7  
Slocum, RI 02818 
203-3256 
sen-hodgson@rilin.state.ri.us 

36 James C. Sheehan (D) 
40 Blueberry Lane 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 
885-1988 
sen-sheehan@rilin.state.ri.us 

37 V. Susan Sosnowski (D) 
680 Glen Rock Road 
West Kingston, RI 02892 
783-7704 
sen-sosnowski@rilin.state.ri.us 

38 Dennis L. Algiere (R) 
6 Elm Street 
Westerly, RI 02891 
596-2215 
sen-algiere@rilin.state.ri.us 

mailto:sen-goodwin@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-pichardo@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-perry@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-ruggerio@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-jabour@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-metts@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-ciccone@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-doyle@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-pinga@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-felag@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-ottiano@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-dipalma@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-paivaweed@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-daponte@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-nesselbush@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-crowley@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-oneil@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-devall@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-moura@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-picard@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-kettle@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-tassoni@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-fogarty@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-cote@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-lombardo@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-lanzi@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-gallo@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-miller@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-mccaffrey@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-walaska@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-lynch@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-bates@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-shibley@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-maher@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-hodgson@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-sheehan@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-sosnowski@rilin.state.ri.us�
mailto:sen-algiere@rilin.state.ri.us�

	Published by the RI Federation of Teachers and Health Professionals, AFT, AFL-CIO Volume 15, No. 1, January 13, 2012
	www.rifthp.org
	2012 Session Underway
	The Federationist
	SMITH HILL REPORT




