
 

January 22, 2021 

Charter Moratorium Hearing Re-Scheduled  

The Senate Education Committee postponed the scheduled charter school moratorium bill hearing from 

Wednesday, January 20th to Wednesday, January 27th. The Senate is holding the hearing virtually, and those 

who want to participate should view the Committee hearing notice (here).  

The top legislative priority of the RIFTHP this session is to get approval of a moratorium on charter school 

expansion that stops the 6 proposals approved by the Commissioner and the K-12 Council in December. The 

legislation would impose a three-year moratorium on new charter schools, charter school expansion, and the 

funding of additional charter school expansion. The bill, S0013, is sponsored by Senator Maryellen Goodwin.  

 

Special Election Set for March 2, 2021  

A series of seven state bond issues totaling $400 million in investment in our infrastructure will go before 

voters in a special election to be held on March 2nd. A priority issue for the RIFTHP is Question 1, the higher 

education bond. That bond includes $38 million for the renovation of the Clarke Science Building on the 

Rhode Island College Campus. Funding for URI and CCRI infrastructure is also included in Question 1. 

Another noteworthy bond is Question 5 which provides for $15 million for licensed early childhood education 

facilities.  

The Secretary of State recently sent mail ballot applications to all registered voters. Individuals who want to 

vote by mail may do so by filling out the form and returning it in the self-addressed stamped envelope. Voters 

will have three options to cast their ballot including: by mail, early in-person up to 20 days before the election, 

or at the polls on Election Day. The Voter Information Handbook from the Secretary of State’s office will 

outline the bond questions in detail, as well as voting procedures in Rhode Island.  

Please keep in mind the following dates:  

• Sunday, January 31st: Deadline to register to vote  

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/2_D3WbVCh6ESDPjFtWE4uZSGxF3x8MTfkVf95aDZz2mOnT_IfLhjnxhY0JdAs1Cjo_i5-lwD8i_xd95cNqEUqxEezttu0nYzirCXIvdLaZwoHNhSG5oXw6GIJjmTVSL-j3IBu4pFtjqNsh16im_vXhFHpbGdtcdUse79tSeMfi3v0uUOpooDUqoUdBPU05Z9i_P5Ybws3_tIpHmrAyFhUPnQIi0kXQlB4F9JV14kg8ugUuSTXvAPbXVZZdU6pp9G7BQHyH6RGzC0u7Z7MCddy4tZXore75_FXsHrIwZyqhUk8yuOT9SaXlEZCzNZZDW1/38t/LN9RFwJgTGWIASxNo6l7gw/h0/kD9Pm6dNSYr-b8UbF7qAZuFvUzb2GnVzsyjZi-At_Go
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOTNVyyo7lTntPMyy21iogCrZhxdis2RIvw681grVTQ88jlln_hqfntqsRj9Te_sOgm-3mXkW1masFpQq6_xwABE6zwio5IG6rK0iWqsXDpPx3BF6zs3Ye_HmbpwoczpuRHIg91aGv8LTp1LSrVfYpLYCRKvtcImTvFAcz8KlWXoq1bHfjfdCEaqDeVAnEIvCkdavgPHYr7ykBpQQyNsAvbTmgmt6bxGGw-Wd30mGt_whWVkM2Uq2njYO_WhzJTSx3jlMODpTQbFWtG1fve56jOqZrfjla0ufY-215CR5YViI/38t/LN9RFwJgTGWIASxNo6l7gw/h1/Y03PgY2kJu4TTDKcbeqwLzzp2RBe-q4gatpVAazc3hQ


• Tuesday, February 9th: Deadline to submit mail ballot applications  

• Wednesday, February 10th: Early in-person voting period begins  

• Monday, March 1st: Early in-person voting period ends at 4 p.m.  

• Tuesday, March 2nd: Special Referenda Election, polls open  

Visit https://vote.sos.ri.gov/Candidates/CandidateCalendar for more information.  

 

Bill Introductions  

Computer Science Curriculum Standards 
(H5018 Lombardi, House Health, Education and Welfare) 

This bill directs the Council on Elementary and Secondary Education to develop recommendations for a high 

school curriculum to prepare students for successful postsecondary education and careers in computer 

science.  

Teacher Early Retirement Eligibility 
(H5026 McNamara, House Health, Education and Welfare) 
This bill allows teachers, who are at the top step of the salary scale, to retire early by permitting them to work 

half-time while receiving full pension credit. The early retirement would be contingent on the district increasing 

its pension contribution to offset the reduction in salary. The bill would provide this option to teachers who are 

within 2 – 8 years of normal retirement age.  

School Accountability System – Surveyworks Data 
(H5027 McNamara, House Health, Education and Welfare) 

This bill incorporates SurveyWorks school climate indicators in reports used for evaluating the performance of 

LEAs and individual public schools.  

Civics Education Requirement 
(H5028 Newberry, House Health, Education and Welfare) 

This bill requires the implementation of the civic literacy act for all students between the 8th and 12th grades 

including creation of a civics requirement for graduation.  

Healthcare Workers Hazard Pay – State of Emergency 
(H5029 Morales, House,Labor) 

This bill provides that employers pay essential health care facility employees at a rate of one hundred fifty 

percent (150%) of their regular pay during a declared public health emergency.  

 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrathPFW6KDboAG8SD0mqUpGPZ7nmUnSAqHpdsg2paM7kh0r0o2_PC9xKaT4eph7ecJAFwbVOFFJma576gGiJVUw5Ut_z_LUFookz3CT7SiYWygRwCp_57HD6TbOU-cdcsluL3jvlbdhv4vP6u50KIH2mA9_RjRlFN4E0rsz29aYQG7vNlf4jc7YeloT8npkYdwD9e63sl0a6-kNIW8jQc1bSuWcaqijMEz_76pX8ynnbgiXIete1U7GKbfFnm755MHOYWrUQ4fAe8ah-AiRCcjU/38t/LN9RFwJgTGWIASxNo6l7gw/h2/Q1JY7XfdNyj9bxoo6WM5ez1-XzQOoZOTG_genlueHwM
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SKOVoxXgOz_FHPN-9BPUAtDc_0LbjentFI2V45cTyrhVGZ3968naR1hVDSfXP3qH44aHe70K7CskSYHHJMowLcM8h2XFud9gLd4HQN4e17jDV2HuC7spl9q07pzGVNxIqHTryhdCrsnznfDLM06nE5yF7ytZwhPAc5E0mlYG77Rrhd45M8RTbNW3tM7IFCX6jXL72GebsBNAMakact9qzuhZkZ0UbsyIZhjrh-4BZxJsm1gQ8H0zCjaaH-yLdHAUdw/38t/LN9RFwJgTGWIASxNo6l7gw/h3/8q5_TSsc0Yx3Dd6CZgwabI9_fBT2it1X5xpSWhLIQMg
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SICxuU2BfTyMBmyNEtxPkoR4lG0mHPBBn8Few67nnTFlZ07rocEpNAPqJ8PYQzTWMGHa3kPt2DIL_q1e_i0oww8ajXvYSYW_t4fAGiZCVQfkm2Xh6-QJhXJ8n1ScnVpuCupJ1d_MHeBu7HXlxBUdRwmZc7wKOJJLp_J2DHntUhNdkShpTVGVRCO5hSVkEltvlYOc5TU8dtvgR9tFbkgYNHXoAnZYuKKPcEdaUUkyR5xjpgITLN4SV2M6FJce3hVrFA/38t/LN9RFwJgTGWIASxNo6l7gw/h4/i7h-VYka7AFfcoZ5iPMa57125H-igDHgvhrGrNJ1cKg
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SP3YDt9Z3lBqfPfS8ymYFWtaF76K6VovjtPOflRfqDdaJ4ehKKTL3pCTBMm3zb86XTnI1H-J9U6hz5gYB-Qmb3BtRIDW7hU54ckHVh_IP12LWBnsdkX7E0cT1jEAMnm2jsCeolcK08Rx3LFrDj6SEa-BI1WvynZUaRewxHz0qbAN-ngHTsWbsAWgPH41S2Kh7rrCmNZwKOiDlZG_UaYFPRqApdETObTpNXnlwFEqlwhqFD1dpkop0mLZX2z2NGQYng/38t/LN9RFwJgTGWIASxNo6l7gw/h5/LnCbjQDubUNlvfQzunstIVefZQ1mC6thC7pocoUXqNg
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SCmbQYNblUnvz023h-gXZ-oqK4FjtguLn_YYUTTUnhYLjIKPyMu-wM8EjmQfhg1d6v_dO0aC9Slr7KiKpaTEBM-anVkW972chC16fCP36YtSvT2rZOT-c4dYyxj1BkBf5IB-evobIop-vCI6bQw38AFfsdrWhmGEelujTCQOYeNN9eFG5yE7iTvZFXn9t8P_F3IIPxGsHl2XZVmutya0ntwQW-Tx1Sc5KXCbD7YJE_4McLjPj8v4K6mQYmyM1VAk-w/38t/LN9RFwJgTGWIASxNo6l7gw/h6/UeGodZ5LGZYtm1U2eoudM8H_-NmHYHaQ5lunjJ1t0Tw
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SDgpwW773P4W8bUffK85OXo_Vld2af5aD7BLxDkQHXT2OrGMIHqyezfPOuEv5dk3mRVMMJjObzAMLfNobVsRUznR-U8w9GeNxPJVEIDDa3YCENg1-bQwxWGyAE0X-icWV5sic4GLEpXHmNaC7AmupvHa8p1bnIGqasMJiQOeFnyQaR9Qk6grV-ceLDdGaidsUZ1t6taiEtPktKS7abJs3O9rnPwhYgCg54KGENDOfl22WkYCD-YD4OsBkHcemq90Mg/38t/LN9RFwJgTGWIASxNo6l7gw/h7/ZKRw2DIRRLxSmtfBhVHsc8p7PYbobzf6Aqj6jgLIYhA


Follow Us 

The RIFTHP has a twitter account for legislative issues. If you are on twitter, follow us @RIFTHPL. 
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register to receive the SHR directly, click here.  
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