
 

January 29, 2021 

Charter Moratorium Bill Approved by Committee  

After listening to four hours of testimony, the Senate Education Committee approved the charter school 

moratorium legislation on an 8-1 vote. The virtual hearing and vote were held on Wednesday, January 27th. 

Frank Flynn and several RIFTHP leaders all spoke in support of the bill. Those leaders testifying on the bill 

included PTU President Maribeth Calabro, WTU President Darlene Netcoh, CFTU President Tracey 

Cavanaugh, and WTG President Bob Stewart. To view the RIFTHP written testimony (click here).  

In addition to RIFTHP leaders, the NEA/RI and the Superintendent’s Association testified in support of the bill. 

The RI Association of School Committees provided written support of the bill. Opponents included dozens of 

staff at Achievement First and parents of Achievement First students. There were other parents testifying 

against the bill whose names were submitted by the organization Parents Leading for Educational Equality.  

Sponsor Maryellen Goodwin initiated the hearing by describing the need for the legislation. Among the 

committee members who were vocal in their support of the bill were Senator Hanna Gallo and Senator 

Pearson. Several Senators explained their support for the legislation on the fact that Providence schools and 

Mayor Elorza had no plan to handle the $80 million reduction in funding for the Providence public school 

system should the expansion proposal go forward.  

The Senate vote on the bill, S0013A has not yet been scheduled. The companion House bill to enact a three-

year moratorium on charter school expansion was recently introduced by Representative William O’Brien 

(click here).  

The Senate Education Committee lone nay vote was Senator Thomas Paolino. Senators voting in support of 

the bill were Senate Majority Whip Maryellen Goodwin, Senate President Pro Tem Hanna Gallo, Education 

Committee Chair Sandra Cano, Finance Committee Chair Ryan Pearson, Rules Committee Chair Lou 

DiPalma, and Senators James Seveney, Anna Quezada, and Jeanine Calkin.  

 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/ZsYp6Jc2ATNP3MkVzvte6GEWOjzocUXeuiJiz2rGkkLkPF26K5htaOJ_HfmiB76_o8wjSaLYSywrVSBmCSm9TNTAVHj6pnk0Gun2hoVsZ3rgoDxtEfPYHKsJvjd6IyhKvhccBaqpaC1xL3LEqKW4TxKvTZrWbVkqT2JH3qJSDf7QT_rPbZtCrEwCDaRPp4cpw598xRSmhQ0rwRXpLhtfz33DpikM2NXBv5V3UkPCUazohO6huK7tUaQBmYSks1wU_NIXvApXLknVPP9-ojZSwRWcEpOF3wLW-002N2wBP6wZTy4GJ_0kubyc0Yp6DO_ae7KBA2rKgBVAtrJdN0L5AA/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h0/_fXyOujvBbpN0FkRvBAFy3IEeQjbtyx_fIycMHc0Yqg
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOTNVyyo7lTntPMyy21iogCrZhxdis2RIvw681grVTQ88jlln_hqfntqsRj9Te_sOguHX9IHqBTVgz6qceQzNwLBrxv1Mn0onjhdbHNQrg4tK51ifU_xJDxN2C6Ut-EEwXPVFOJIEGE4_bffn93o6gvyrkBoLbu-AaFJiflIx4buCKB9r1yNrWQJn4JJAwP-IQEzl7GfEvm3yvqKGN7eMta3W5qbO-8xKvrWnYz6AIBInE0jrIIygmQy-qDXlhBkeSfnEGFFw67sg0HkM91Dp-wfE3Xp2gbIHtD4UP2edXDWQ/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h1/EOd_9-V0AVzt1CUYGNtnt6VozOy9Gv94JSfty3e6NRA
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOTNVyyo7lTntPMyy21iogCrZhxdis2RIvw681grVTQ88Fd8fGptVxyvq_7WEhcm7uvrvej2IcpAItQPOJLGdZyPgNgntutvWd4GUrS_whht0bSaohUv_7Z55-mUimq1NQKUNpSCVlZIvPDn5elrLVOczrbb2mhSGCYXzzzLGL8dE2pTtjEZ-UU2IRqsJpWbmxovwcV3vJ4dpQQWWlZVcDqU-Q8yRoTH5av-p7RAHKtOur_qfpOdUMmgGpFyci5HLUGG0a3XBVOPEKFpTGKDI-cQ6EiGETto12bU1xO6r9Cpe/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h2/D7Qo9BYwRVt0Hi_HxEoXk4sFIh8flinwXGn9xLmsMkc


RIFTHP Supports Commission of Education Appointment Legislation  

On Thursday, January 28, 2021, the RIFTHP offered written testimony (click here) in support of S0063. The 

bill, sponsored by Senator Hanna Gallo, would change the appointment process for future Commissioners of 

Elementary and Secondary Education and Commissioner of Postsecondary Education. The bill would also 

amend the appointment process for the Secretary of Commerce and the Health and Human Services 

Secretary. Most importantly, the bill would provide some public process for the appointment of these 

individuals through the Senate Advice and Consent process.  

The RIFTHP testimony focused on the lack of transparency in recent Commissioner of Elementary and 

Secondary Education selections and the need for some public awareness and input during the appointment 

process. The bill was approved unanimously by the Committee and will soon be considered by the full 

Senate.  

 

RIC Bond Featured in March 2 Special Election  

Question 1 is the first in a series of seven state bond issues totaling $400 million in investment in our 

infrastructure will go before voters in a special election to be held on March 2. Question 1 includes $38 million 

for the renovation of the Clarke Science Building on the Rhode Island Campus. Funding for URI and CCRI 

infrastructure is also included in Question 1.  

Please keep in mind the following dates:  

• Tuesday, February 9th: Deadline to submit mail ballot applications  

• Wednesday, February 10th: Early in-person voting period begins  

• Monday, March 1st: Early in-person voting period ends at 4 p.m.  

• Tuesday, March 2nd: Special Referenda Election, polls open  

Visit https://vote.sos.ri.gov/Candidates/CandidateCalendar for more information.  

 

Bill Introductions  

Regulation of School Appliances 
(H5068 McNamara, House Health, Education and Welfare) 

This bill promotes healthy school buildings and grounds by prohibiting the use of certain appliances such as 

those that are not energy efficient or burn fossil fuel in school buildings.  

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/ZsYp6Jc2ATNP3MkVzvte6GEWOjzocUXeuiJiz2rGkkLkPF26K5htaOJ_HfmiB76_jSnx1sh0v7oiGtiIn9aRdADypTdaSjEGlZXXCS2lYbVPLBG0XTMORHqGumikU8ZFcjCB-_u5XT578e4t-i3BzWS2eXp_yo47rZTJL-gGT21MW0_bGJ7cEA5Gs9eqFjeGAxPmiB5ubohMu_fvOs9wwvEotYN1QWErb6T18Zr8rXUCCdXg2KCsZOf0t2baYIS51eexikiEHdAZh04I14rNJsfLwztiHec_h7SMjMT9ETLqA68aTt1L4SHptsN0V6Nl/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h3/_ZVAF8PttMn1DA2x5oZo5mis538jDZrPLN6eLB8r2m0
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOTNVyyo7lTntPMyy21iogCrZhxdis2RIvw681grVTQ88jlln_hqfntqsRj9Te_sOgq4sjUpsa3OOyysKMZaI3dTOKn4SXM24Q9VS9FtnDR_vutyES4_Uc1xVSzZaNvepsWbbMk7PwCPwmYUf7ZZhHWZpAPWpP0EW45KZF9DXteiiyWabdhxQRH98ZE70SZyIPDaN6p_7x_bt_F0SZti-fcCQlu4UkgeQjKzRs-R-HxhqXfji1IUj4CfMbHOtCBJjcmkfRr-fxzVQp1p68Cjsc0ad2QMo86Oa3zROnUgDJUHI/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h4/B2c9Ey1TT9EFlWQKvu1b4uFgUDMv9fW0-NLIhsDR_vs
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrathPFW6KDboAG8SD0mqUpGPZ7nmUnSAqHpdsg2paM7kh0r0o2_PC9xKaT4eph7ecJ6aDGUWZ-7RlJLDip0inRLcyGAPMyCuM6KpNaQYmL6EX9xV2FTDUN1D91cp7c_VmL4_zsX63OS6dwGjQYGyEBbDcGUyZwbFrRNnvFAshZCoj08eegTybwX8rHqCaQ87FyK6pNmHklrUcYb-iDZQZvbiEvZebHVlpG4dZmXW1nLVTtz8jzvPVba-vLz2FLoIofXK8tBRxMA-Ogv0CnE2Iho/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h5/r-XBVODlfgaImvHs5K7Fh2QCvyKKCCc0CNcVi7L2P88
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SNR_bF7g4HBxDkBfG_CgQDtlfTVhDRUgeywn0MDxKSTB7Focse1Qb9m1UD6YjoM92jt5DhKtOOR5ZwXhnBBQD4Q0IjmFPFRCMFULYBq2R0MoFvFUTcQClTaRWStmLOICnP-gS_GQy8066t9OgW5FipqI13-UxH9CCAWDqMDLWQQRQ07HhdmlNB9VsJEalxjJ6Hgsi9boA5kZJmQweOqCxE78VCKLDfhSizLq9eN4LRxetvGS2d7GfXVtIg2s52XS3w/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h6/1k-y7ojgWvatI4-_Rk3u8xrTsDiNrlLGl1U4WGcHOaA


School Attendance Review Teams 
(H5071 McNamara, House Health, Education and Welfare) 

This bill directs school districts experiencing high rates of student absenteeism to establish attendance review 

teams to address this absenteeism.  

Elementary Student Discipline Restrictions 
(H5078 McNamara, House Health, Education and Welfare) 

This bill requires that prior to any suspension being issued to a student or pupil in grades K-5, inclusive, the 
school would implement an individual behavior plan (the "plan") for the student.  

Higher Education - Compensation of Athletes 
(H5082 Solomon, House Health, Education and Welfare) 

This bill expressly allows college athletes, while they are students, to personally profit from the use of their 

name, image, and likeness, and prohibits the NCAA from preventing these practices.  

Annual School Indoor Air Quality Testing 
(S0030 Goldin, Senate Education) 

This bill requires the Department of Health, in conjunction with the Department of Environmental 

Management, to conduct indoor and outdoor air quality tests in all public and private schools throughout the 

state on an annual basis.  

Substance Abuse Prevention Funding - Marijuana Fines 
(S0048 Miller, Senate Health and Human Services) 

This bill expands drug awareness programs to high schools, directs funding from certain civil fines and 

mandates establishment of criteria for funding.  

Substance Abuse Prevention Funding - DUI Fines 
(S0058 Seveney, Senate Judiciary) 

This bill imposes a two hundred fifty-dollar ($250) substance abuse education assessment for any conviction 

of driving under the influence or a violation for refusal to submit to a breathalyzer.  

Safe Schools Act 
(S0073 Ruggerio, Senate Judiciary) 

This bill prohibits possession of firearms on school grounds except for peace officers, retired law enforcement 

officers, persons under contract to provide school security services, and unloaded firearms in locked 

containers or a locked rack on motor vehicles.  

 

 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SAvN62Z1t0gS_9ykBu3sDtvVQGpuUv7RL5x86I3ocdh-KHhcX5yGubjwD92_AtoUVJK_jGFwDHBFS9td6CAi0h1V1FxYlFgD730f4GKUq1bkJt2wPH_srYSyW3U-lPJTDsUEnlv0DAW7jX0_Uv2m79L5Ufw3szdYmaYw33uAw63AR55C7Z9Xo6rWQizyyQZ7Cdvhd5eD3gvHfdh2dWnh_w_77chkufiekcWyVVCQd2yuXUEQSDZLVbuvs5XN4FnGuQ/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h7/vCcm_DVl1rAGUucfFA-krL_VSkaBwd3314PvoNkj6Vs
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SM7Wk4q44m7I2q1ZHkhFiTUXK_yApRq2y9R2Bov5FAs-8sDzdBB775FfqMtgmU7Iio8HU787coBSS7hi_mITyY-uKGCnHbwNcfBWFzLLSCYxQ6mcdqTiwe0PW1TVEseK0OdXwDbn12GqyR8Y8av92Vh0DkH1S7VZd7fQT84mYGdRb85XvCqELinVDw_WviUXnX8qPMlenxnDbKku2RRm72Gf-r0BeN2U-CrvOqWfVjAF0KkMgSd3PZN5AzqEyPFQwg/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h8/GZA2vFq_X19-3opRlHUI-P5cntex5fQ6T4obmFQxd0s
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2JzoG7oj7b5_uuRBSVHhz3SAQM64WuLBH2lpAQnqXr3FY96YuOoitYyeLOcxx1aob_7sQrRloXSwCehtrXteJToUD-LTRLsF7fO27lQXphheVSuH3YngUDz8---mi7mGyTpO3X-gKOZT28HO6-z26hH6lS0IEjajr68ht0-Yp6mkvmiO2UqQjHNzn7sMDMqtzE__8Ak7p_c2VHd4t_itytMB79qWSF4tOAeHScWd2RatASQ9mQVzVrG0QeHCVUwYIZ3YqrwBJZStXMDwoJVHgC5A/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h9/S6gBqo_6GEZvVXI_sOXIJQbRfuQnaQ-s45FfW-ehCoY
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2J0OTEsaZ2brYirI9-pvIc72YEx89PLn1IFnAFZYP6dA3Ez_2RqXVH0zuIielJ2a4F-uVy3s6-oqWSWMZAohCNLLhZX8-YHLFT9Un3164SKwpURite6ddBm6vQl60lG7N50gZsqXW1ELYCvshw3tHzw3ZL5gMyclrpBnm1XDQne0M0GXuu0bgy4WFgVvBSt7xy2NMdn8eOSzVCSESAcbjiyXGvzSFDVOtkmEEOdy4d-r0vrh5VpdAyhEwnj_nuEMDymFYHIO4avpouSgU-1mVXDw/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h10/ukwBiBDNnko_rFEIZnW4DdyR31dZ20xie62uvQPYfuk
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2J0OTEsaZ2brYirI9-pvIc730EjSOlMWbsUMMh3qjEccFlvlGcrCiqpw_S5KMLXKDrtuk3Q1-tYhA7P44UCl_UPS7PrxsPBB3TQKYpLC_FwrZSBHJ6vN7B7u4vYK6nPaAWDI4bbf234U7LJDc6mwTdP8nQ2h1pPVpxqFlM_IlqWXuToIrX1M4jvhlo5NBhPQw76VKNoXzK1xaJD5fSdz7_krCegLmHihrxtaxP91J1OGmSOCe2lGILUxE9TI-XdUYjyPyzK2uG7yMn8bFWYgx3ug/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h11/FthwVUcOLO7q0ZsapTgFFxoa3NwCAp9oYAL1r5Ol4A4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2J0OTEsaZ2brYirI9-pvIc734sq8fq_ZorfMQTz9qWtHc5FLmLK8kkAUH35tEEWDzIt3VnJjQX9z7azTnWb-jLy1dtYzEvJ9CCYXj78pxgG49xwdgojx-W_5xYIVlL5UXIiNqnQcnatmYwNtRQxYfTBvydr3j8VWQJj3pj94FAwmpNwVhrfURpkDqnGLGnEwBBpNaGKtEH7nfvQLBmo6amYPzQiqsFZqmbcjc7LPW1oPkA2EVD6qVk_38cIvci0hV9U__QPuVSGsXFbR9v3rp66Q/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h12/WJCibNcxSjW1B_RQZEXXAd59aIapt6rFkU9FbPcGoEI
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wM8U0MK6tB4Ry2sbxe1SOdXmfJ5abUkZSuicDpEN9kr5qZE0fHRdaXdzf0MRQn2J0OTEsaZ2brYirI9-pvIc7w61VnAmTgxyvC7bAwKFTZa8BhGOEgWI6D1xgqMuBx573rx3dhW4llfJhsW4Ryzm7Qk21e8IecC8rNWwMmQL1poV0LToLBk6woVWQi5QvuhE_Dxb52OD-sMTkACJr7I4NflduV3Noxw88AIZhkTlxWC2wPkBN7PMcBpDgdRMnFPOvkMtBQjLMZ-Ym49K27hCAVzWb74VIWapj324SoA38cVu37xtyMvdqG-HhVNyNj17Fioc0xk0-EK4HLuMgPU-1g/390/zfPteZYOTBWDhl2BIZs8lA/h13/1zkMVzYbchSR24thrt8iC24vYXjDfXQvmIoH6GYIJG0


Follow Us 

The RIFTHP has a twitter account for legislative issues. If you are on twitter, follow us @RIFTHPL. 

color  
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register to receive the SHR directly, click here.  
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