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Quiet Week on Smith Hill

A number of bills being monitored by the RIFTHP were heard this week, but there was not much RIFTHP testimony
on most of the legislation. The RIFTHP did signal support of legislation by Senator Gallo (S2184) that would direct
RIDE to create a funding formula for Career and Technical Programs being offered by school districts. Her bill,
heard in the Senate Education Committee on Wednesday, May 2", would also create a work group to assist RIDE

in its efforts to create a formula. The RIFTHP, along with other interested parties, would be represented on the work

group.

The RIFTHP also watched several charter school-related bills. H7884 by Rep. Barros would ensure that Mayoral
Academies would reflect the student demographics of the sending school districts. Another bill, H8121 by Rep.
Phillips, would permit charter schools that are career and technical programs to create admissions criteria. Both bills

were heard in the House Health, Education and Welfare Committee on May 2",

Safe Schools Act Advocacy

The RIFTHP has testified in support of legislation to prevent those with a concealed carry gun permit to possess
firearms on school property. The bill has an exemption for police officers. The RI Coalition Against Gun Violence is
hosting an email campaign to generate support for this bill. If you are interested in contacting your legislator, use this

link (ricagv.org/email-your-local-reps-the-safe-schools-act-of-2018) to offer your support.

Retiree Pension Legislation Campaign

RI AFT/R, the AFT retiree chapter in the state, is supporting legislation that would provide a supplemental pension
payment in the form of a stipend of up to $450 in years in which a pension COLA is not paid to retirees. The House
version of this legislative initiative was heard by the House Finance Committee last week. RI AFT/R is urging
retirees and supporters to contact their legislators in support of the legislation. To do so, use this link

(actionnetwork.org/letters/my3percent) to express your support.



http://click.actionnetwork.org/mpss/c/2gA/ni0YAA/t.2h6/4FQHi3sMRda-MhOUl6VvYA/h0/nhnMtrUl4VWU6Td6Uwi-2FaZq3qRfokY4SHcSZfZdfTePAF7gX8O7tpFlS9SI4DZiJa6Qi-2B0gClCHyWymEr0NJbQ6zHC7QFuFmCYP8qwZG2c-2ByJMTODVO3puaLbP3zbmFjEtHnVrdyVgWkKes566JjrKERxs4vnL78K8JQ74ckQFIWy6RaFBaJln-2BBfiAZJreYctcrN9AXwBRs5hLfoL2ivh0TautTltcHDdJk7gSb57MchGcku0vYgiT8wYLugMMFktyiIF3vSSIrnQ2wfYsNrnG8Puj-2FFdtMLtVWHJMFfLaHnuATf6Rvs9SY4eM9KYgw
http://click.actionnetwork.org/mpss/c/2gA/ni0YAA/t.2h6/4FQHi3sMRda-MhOUl6VvYA/h1/nhnMtrUl4VWU6Td6Uwi-2FaZq3qRfokY4SHcSZfZdfTePAF7gX8O7tpFlS9SI4DZiJeDVGrIW32aDZRWz2ZEmyWJl-2BoKdysuls3LfBPx-2BK6u1p0Ee2-2B-2Fi2h1aN9VzyiReNeu3-2BHHj2judhtZ7Czlm7b7BxZX6LjWLhJhrUp5GIWTarCAN-2F7Vs-2B3USgfzSrmixrYu1-2FJ2-2FKSFyhlEb0ixhKLARpr2z5e-2F0e5uZpTBA3T5ps2hadbRY7oKuN5OpIUzxl5fQLjh4rqrbC2qgmVkh0PxW6PQG5vxcgep9ibbGX5C3-2Ft6j4wIKlMFPQmJtEHc-2FF
http://click.actionnetwork.org/mpss/c/2gA/ni0YAA/t.2h6/4FQHi3sMRda-MhOUl6VvYA/h2/nhnMtrUl4VWU6Td6Uwi-2FaZq3qRfokY4SHcSZfZdfTePAF7gX8O7tpFlS9SI4DZiJeDVGrIW32aDZRWz2ZEmyWPRgSts63SwhihwhCiJwXQhcTTplJhsgjzuk0wQzeJbO-2FzljZ56GgMkyYU771zy9k-2FEI4pX-2FMnKT2tQy6JCGviiKWt9A-2FOH9sXQwvYmalY9Lln2xBYiKd2XDoiK-2FdXMF0AnNQB6x9IpvmuMoJ2ehVNdrK9v5Mil-2BF2QqxolslKPvUg1Eo1BJmLU6PJRi4NUU0-2BwfEdNMWt8kZRpBNNg-2BbAsmnGSnm2JKPQMsvfVUWp-2Bl
http://click.actionnetwork.org/mpss/c/2gA/ni0YAA/t.2h6/4FQHi3sMRda-MhOUl6VvYA/h3/bksf0EI9bnJubB6JIAuB-2F-2Blt6ACwMw3Tec-2B4wIKGEMq6KfrT4s5pgLCIbBCpxu1zrIS-2Fr-2B3bQVp4Xxn54kD6x4XWBSIMPkAm7-2FrAftlOgZ5UgIHRzQRP5pP0FnNZFJ-2BOBLQ4npn7FArOWxQcMqC9Xeu0GguGjdZ2gfCt9v8esKiWcn-2Brl6n6JKM9BDPfBCAyTOGwW74dQ0R-2F9xNiC27g1s6C4C-2BdV-2FVuIEgbZCtve7EbOi4LBNMPRUHNZz1Pz8NcF4w4ZDDhHiFNX-2Be5ZULQN-2F1BNYM70lNoNIOT2vnq-2B9xmP5691yFNPEujzxtCaUfM
http://click.actionnetwork.org/mpss/c/2gA/ni0YAA/t.2h6/4FQHi3sMRda-MhOUl6VvYA/h4/WQ-2BlIwq7W2eCmkkcwbDiBewM-2BBXwXmVcDr-2FHe7DI-2FHOvBVtuGew6qRu9-2Bn7bHw6OLTigBAUIm-2Bq01SesakuHwzZKWmQO-2FD4EICMsNJ9RiwiKUF1vsov86hOEYpMGrBgx4FECcpf9PFR4r82iMXk2C2OLbQpPp14FGafAqRqPf9JskKz4tTv67l-2Fc44KW5iKPC-2FCgYhpVAxA0OXF12DLjni8PchFI1hvBA18UMrOSe0MLt9FOQuA-2BbvYfCTa7g38Gpe1KdeNl7wiRCg93B6ABJA-3D-3D

Bills on the Move

The following bills have passed the Committee process and the full chamber of either the House or the Senate. To
be enacted into law, the bill must pass the same process in the other chamber before being sent to the Governor for

approval.

Duty to Report — Sexual Abuse

(52353 Goodwin, Senate Passed 34-0, House Judiciary)

The RIFTHP supports this bill which would require representatives of educational programs to notify their leadership
of all reports of sexual abuse, who shall notify the Department of Children, Youth and Families and the school
superintendent. It would also require the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Director of
the Department of Children, Youth and Families to adopt rules to orderly and completely implement this sexual

abuse complaint reporting process.

Student Work Permit Education Program
(52469 Gallo, Senate Passed 33-0, House Labor)
This bill would require children who seek a special limited work permit to successfully complete a worker rights'

training program established and funded by the Department of Labor and Training.

Persons with Developmental Disabilities — Rights
(52533 McCaffrey, Senate Passed 35-0, House Health Education and Welfare)

This bill would expand certain rights of persons with developmental disabilities.

School Safety Survey — 3 Year Resubmission

(52639 Sub A Gallo, Senate Passed 34-0, House Health Education and Welfare)

This bill would require that school district safety assessments be provided to the Rhode Island School Safety
Committee every three (3) years for review and recommendations. This bill creates a 12 (twelve) person state-wide

school safety committee which will include 1 (one) RIFTHP appointee.

Education Commissioner — Senate Advice and Consent

(52646 Pearson, Senate Passed 32-0, House Health Education and Welfare)

This bill would provide that the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education would be appointed by the
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education

would serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

School Carbon Monoxide Detectors
(H7041 McNamara, House Passed 74-0, Senate Education)
This bill would require that effective January 1, 2019, all school buildings where students are in attendance would be

required to have carbon monoxide detectors installed and maintained therein. The bill would also authorize the Fire
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Safety Code Board of Appeal and Review to promulgate rules and regulations to enforce the provisions of this

requirement.

Education Curriculum — Consent — Sexual Activity
(H7044 Sub A Solomon, House Passed 62-3, Senate Education)
This bill would permit that education on consent and sexual activity be increased in secondary schools as part of a

family life course.

PSAT / SAT Test — Home School Eligibility
(H7155 Casey, House Passed 69-1, Senate Education)
This bill would include home schooled students in the program to provide the PSAT and SAT free of charge to all

Rhode Island public school students for the fiscal year starting July 1, 2018.

Schools - Sunscreen Application
(H7158 Bennett, Passed House 68-0, Senate Education)

This bill would allow students in public schools to possess and use sunscreen.
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